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Will the Leagl}_e of

The American Press Divides—Some
Papers Say Yes, Others Doubtful
—Its Effect on America Discussed

IND and weather permitting,
President Wilson will be
back on the shores of the
United States within the

next twenty-four hours. With him he

articles seem to have extended to a
certain extent to the press of the coun-
try, which, for the most part, is reluctant
to express an opinion of a document of

such tremendous scope and importance. |

~( \

Nations Put an End to War?

Many Editorial Pages Seem Reluctant
to Express Their Opinion Without
More Ample Information

assurance of & reign of peace and justice.

| The Springfield Republican:

Will it work? i3 the question. Only ex-
perience may answer; let the experiment

ment and marks a great step forward in Yhe :
world's international relations.

St Louis Globe-Democrat:

It erects no super-state,

i It demands the
be made, !
| surrender of no material sovereignty., Tt
brings an offering to the country in the | Aside from the inevitable question of The Boston Herald: I creates no military power, 1t is, in brief,
form of twenty-six articles of the league | whether such an agreement will work i Take it all in all this plan for a league | an agreement of codperation for the pres-
of nations. and the inevitable difference of opinion | of nations may well raise high the hope | "‘Tmmnlor PR e mnd SAhsSpromotion ot
3 T . | i + | universal welfar
The country has already begun to look | regarding its infringement upon our dwn 7 \ ' "i humanity for a I_°“g and happy petiod SRl malsare.
the gift horse in the mouth. The Presi- | Constitution, and the matter of how _ - N | oThnenza 8-1111.;00{1(:“111'3“13“8 merl*- \ | The State (Columbia, S. C.):
% . a ph g o iy | e ] 1 - s . s : =
dent has asked that the nation be zilent | much of our individual rights we will i / i e hnstm" = 0;12“1' wmt: " We believe, as we have said, that the con-
- ; . I R | & ¥ surve (1] 1t leaves e impres- H L Ry =
until he has had an. opportunity to ex- | be compelled to sacrifice in an “entan- | { [ giss, wxin wnuli S hF il stitution of the league of nations im the
. . ‘orkable ugh the : Al b Seeivh i
plain. But despite his injunction there | gling alliance” for what is considered by | | hedinin: o extensive and T Sy ORI nobly conceived, document
s heert much. corment pro snd con, tome as a ‘doubtfal return, the national | 3 & | aud charter of rights in all history, 1t is

Is this proposed league, as Josephus
Daniels stated a week ago, “almost
as simple as one of the parables of
Jesus and almost as illuminating and
uwlifting”? Is it, as the President him-

editorial page, as a whole, has heralded
the twenty-six articles as a carefully
planned and monumental piece of work—
a work worthy of careful consideration

and not to be scoffed at lightly. Many

ery and at the cost of much of the national

individuslism of the signatory powers. And |

| #f workable, and at such cost, it ought

practieally to abolish war from the world, |

The Wilmington (Del.) Morning News:
The success of the plan depends largely

| mot only what we used {o style a palladium

of the peoples’ Tights, but it ia a tremen-

dously powerful ingtrument with the con-

eentrated and determined power of 1,200-

000,000 people behind it, to protect the

peaples! rights against the world against
it has declared, “a union of wills | editors agree with Josephus Daniels that | upon the good faith of the aubscribing | even themselyes,
| which cannot be resisted and which, I | the end of war is in sight, or at RIS ‘They bind themselves to thiS | The Asheville Citizen:
dare say, no nation will run the risk of | least, that a long stride has been made ' .l:.]::r:fi:ﬂ::ra:;:]:n:niotheu:‘:?:; Oft;“t:w' | mhe ayerage reader must have heen
sttempting to resist”? Or is It what | toward the ultimate goal. Admittedly cerity.of the present ?‘ncmbe:s :E i;e struck by the simplicity of a dooument
Senator Poindexter has termed it, in | the draft is still in a preliminary form, :

spita of the President’s injunction to
silence, “a delegation and transfer of
govereign powers to an alien agency”?

“blindfolded”? Secretary Daniels has
said that “if this consummation of a
world league had failed, the war would
have been fought in vain, and the lives
given would not have won a glory which

can never fade.” Which senator Poin-

eeryed by the patriotism of our people and
the heroism of our ecldiers in the fighting

“m a mellow, jesting mood,” and “unbent

Mr. Gilbert goes on to boldly assert
that the league is not a war prevenia-
li_\'t. “The thing,” he writes—

“is not what Mr. Wilson had in mind when

tality it was impossible to realize fully the
things Wilson pictured in his speeches.

of war that they are dissatisfied with the
Frovisions of the leagua for France's
aafety”

“The New York Times” believes that
& momentous, “perhaps the most mo-
Mentous forward step in the history of
¢ivilization has been taken, declaring:

“The hopes of many generations are to
- realized, It Is no somnambulism, no
Barren ideality’ to believe that this as-
Weisted peacs force of the world will
Yok, The consensus of will and power
¥ 2l that was ever wanting. The years
214 to 1918 have awakened the associated
$iseience of mankind. It is not worth
*hila 15 keep up the forms of social
L Mlity, ¢ g not worth while te live, if
Uy treacheries and horrors of that time
M8 W bo allowed again. At last; self-
=_Mnion has beaten particularism,
: sod desire for sggrandizement. We
"R Wwithout too keen a sense of its
¥y the turning point, the rensissance,
Waving of elvilization,”
dent Wilson's fnjunction 6 Con-
10 avoid public dikcussion of the
of mations covensnt until after

I explanation of the various

| submitted for preliminary discussion to

the peoples of the world, but still, to
quote “The Boston Herald,” “it may well

“The Springfield Republican,” to tell
whether the new agreement will work—
and that is by experience and, therefore,
“let the experiment be made.” But if we
try it, there is a definite issue, as pointed
out by “The Philadelphia North Ameri-

ates no military power “it demands the |

surrender of no material sovereignty.”

cally all the diplomatic and internation-

Transcript” sees in the document merely
a setting up of a new balance of power

“with America as the new ally,” “It is,” .
says “The Asheville Citizen,” “as the |

to point the way to eternal peace. Who
knows if it does not point the way to

with the effectiveness of the league
plan and those which deal with the effect
its adoption would have upon America.

Will It Abolish War?
L It Will

The Indianapolis News:

We think that it is elear that with the
United States, Great Britain, France, Italy
and Japan bound together by these cov-
enants the chance of war would be greatly
leseened,

The Charlotte Observer:

The anti-war fence built around the pro-
tected Powers appears to be horua-‘high and
pig-tight. It seems to be so complote a
guarantee of protection from war that iis
membership is llkely to embrace all the
eligibles of the world, and thers appears
to be small obstruction to eligibility,

The Baltimore Sun:

No man of common nense will believs
for m moment that a lesgue of nations,
whether formed in accordunce with the
proposed constitution made public recently
in Parls or in any other way, is golng to
bring along the milleninlum in our time,

The Washington Herald:

under President Wilson's cheirmanship is

| How the Documents Framed for World

Control

Constitution of the

lead to war.

Obligation not to resort to war

without previously submitting dispute to
arbitration. Declaration of war must be
delayed three months after receiving
award.

Establishment of permanent court of

arbitration. Details to be formulated by
league executive council.

Breach of covenant to be punished by

diplomatic, trade and financial boycott,

International military and naval force,
to be constituted as emergency arises,
from national contingents as determined
by league executive council. :

Reduction of national armaments to
lowest point consistent with natioral
safety.

Restrictions on and final prohibition of
private trafflc in munitions and imple-
ments of war,

Full
gramme,

Pledge to respect territorial integ-
rity ahd independence of league mem-
bers.

publicity of armament pro-

and War Prevention

to be-invited to accept obligations of
league membership for the purposes of

Measures Enacted at
Hague Peace Con-
ference, 1907

IN CASE of serious disagreement and

dispute, before an appeal to arms, the
contracting powers agree to have re-
course, as far as circumstances allow, to
the good offices or mediation of one or
more friendly powers.

Good offices and mediation undertaken
either at the request of the contending
parties or at the initiative of powers
strangers to the dispute have exclusively
the character of advice and never have
binding force.

Acceptance of mediation should not de-
lay preparation for war.

In cases where neither honor nor
vital interests of the nations are con-
cerned an international commission of
inquiry should be appointed, as far as
circumstances allow.

A permanent court of arbitration

Differ

special tribunal.

ing to subject it to arbitration, is
signed by the contending parties;

2, To cases covered by treaties of
arbitration;

3. To cases where contract debt is
claimed from one power by another as
due to its nationals.

The award of the court of arbitra-
tion or special tribunal is binding only
if the parties have signed a “compro-
mise.”

Contracting powers agree not to have
recourse to armed force for the recovery
of contract debts clainied from one EOV-
ernment by another as due to its nation-
als, This obligation becomes void if
cffer of arbitration is refused or left
unanswered.

Hostilities must not be opened without
due warning,

The jurisdiction of the permanent
court of arbitration may be extended to
cases between a contracting and a non-
contracting power, or between two non-
vontracting powers, provid‘grl partics con-

cerned agree,

& |
less the parties agrees to institute a |
| our own country, which, as being nearest

certainly has every promise of being a long |

league.

The Topeka Capital:

The league as a growth rather than =an

decision, and most people will say that it
was probably the surest, as it is the safest,
policy.

The Boston Evening Transcript:

“Premier (lemenceau was cspecially

cordial” in his congratulations to President

IL. It Will Not
The Portland (Me.) Press:

If every other fellow agreed solemnly and

had been fully submitted to a set of im-
partial referees before he even thought
about shooting and would abide by the de-
cision of the referees—thers might not be

will not result. Satisfactory to whom? In

biggest and best achievements now recorded |

in history.

The Philadelphia Ledger:

The practical “man in the street” will be |

asking himself, “Would this arrangement
have stopped the Kaiser?”

IIl. The Document ltself

The Baltimore American:

Practically all the diplomatic and in-
ternationalist experiences of the world have
been drafted upon to frame this covenant
between the peoples that will stand out
ag the most important document in its
aima that the world has ever witnsased.
Without regard for its full practicability,
its meaning, its purpose and its aims are
sublime, Idealism’ finds practical insurance
and humanity is invited to sce the forma-
tion of a world court of justice and arbi-

tration.
The Buffalo Courier:

While the constitution of the society of

nations may be criticised by the oxtremists |

who wanted the ereation of an *“Interna-
tional State,” and may be attacked by thoues
conservativea who object to the use of out-

side national forces in international af-

fairs, on the whole it is & very able docu-

which involves gucl far-reaching questions,
and which will practically rewrita the his-

| tory of the world.

Its aims and purposes®

i | were not énshronded in ambiguous phrases,
attempt outright to establish disarmament | nor werp the main issues lpst s

; > ' : . i | 1k | ' 1 ain 1=sues lost sight of in
Are we “facing an abyss” to which | raise high the hopes of humanity.” . | and a forced peace once for all is the | rhetorical flights. I 18, ‘85" the Progidogt
the American people should not be led There is only one way, according to 2 I ‘

deseribed it, a “very human document,”
The Lynn ltem:

On the surface, it is the Magna Charta
of the democratic nations of the world.

The Memphis Commercial Appeal:

| Wilson, the correspondents tell us in their pl:::t:: :uldli*\; t‘l':"'lﬁf':_'lf'lzl ]n-'-f- -=r-|n.-n .I.jm: u;.-.:
dexter has contradicted. “We are now | ...». wgpa America surrender a cer- i cillhlea to-day. And why not? For the prin- e n.m“.(:lll‘ll,“.r ,\l,“,lr ,(,‘l-‘i.i:,l,. i j‘
fro e aus e hn cel 1‘:110 e tain part of her absolute sovereignty in | ' c’pls- o,f "‘th.e bz'ilancc o pO".'cr"'. fnr, Wiich | of peace proposed by the Czu.r. I:lll"'l'- l’-w::;:l
it the end of his speech befora the | .4 .n for the codperative protection of | \ Fra:::ce » “Tiger" has been fighting is pre- [ avis. its Horae gt Fne N
Senate— civilization? In the judgment of the ‘ | :::i:,e:l f':ii :::i::d ,::: the t"":: ‘;f temple provided by Andrew Cornegie,
% multiplying immessurably the cause | same journal a peremptory refusal | R ‘ o me};e]y g up.“a ,,xr,::f::m nn.r L S otk e st o
#¥ar and by surrendering to a hetero- | #wiuld be an act of recklessness.” But 2 See® it Aagerios wsilin A ! 1.1”, ngr:gg.m,,ts Ehait Were 1made in the Beps
preous league of divers races our sov- in the opinion of “The St. Louis Globe- H O m e W a r d B 0 u n d : | lin :_'L'mrc‘rem‘i?: othér paragraphi Are based
mign righta and privileges. By such a Democrat” just as the league draft cre- : upon suggestions made at the coneiess of
wurse the independence which was pre- .
|

Vienna, and still others I baede 4oy Ll

mididle ages.

Shich hes just been concluded will Be According to others, as expressed by | make human nﬂlI:tl‘E :m;:_:c]ic in'a twinkling y civilization, -:m epuclh-making vietory :Jf ;. intellligent dealing “i“h_ uhstuﬂm‘;' 11_\ stil-i::t : D.i\.'ulaja:*in‘g_' f_llw league '01' nali.nfm. idea from F".“:j l!u. I;‘: "f".-‘”' Commonwealth:
“The Atlanta Constitution” the ecant | °r make wars impossible. And yet no | the forces of good over the forces of evil, | adherence to the purpese of abolishing war. | politics; sifting the whole thing down to The world's: now peace el niarks tha

R e SnCLtes s Of-puca about “entangli llianc ’ hel to | man, unless a confirmed cynic or a hide- | of the principles of peace and right over | Tha Indianapolis Daily Times: a common sense basis, what does it amount beginning of a new st It
My yictory: has afforded il "'be th o gfn}zl..’. ? : n]t;zs e:)lngs ° bound partisan, can study the plans of the | war aid might, and of a universal bond | To-dey a world nation is a reality, al- | '@ As it has been proposed? Before ve  ranks up with and by ir ] 1o

seEigeged to/every uation dnithe wnrld{. '..mo 1 " pag;o 2 ' ory, 1 Ca.USl'a 2 ara proposed league without being convineed | of protherhood over secret alliances and though somewhat nebulous. After long and | ©ommit ourselves to it as a government, weo = outrank those ofther (hree | Ltorie: docu
On the other hand, when President | iBVO ved an mextnc?h ¥ involved 'ln that a great, perhaps an epochal, advance | halunces of poWer, Siniiblosnyna) conitiries el end ot warr ool | ought to know what it may lead us into. ments—the Magna Charta, {he Ametican

Wilson saw the members of the press not only European affairs but the affairs has been made toward world peace and The Des Moi Register: wally ia-in sight. It is said to point the way to eternal peace. | Declaration and the Rikhies ot Ma dloitors.

after the league had been drafted, of the whole world, and it is inevitable world betterment, and the elimination of ,:1 ;:%t :;Ic'leamoqtgemph-atic CTAprERRIOn | Who knows if it does not point the way to | tion. To Fresident Wilson, whe has stond
Clinton W. Gilbert in a dispatch to that we m't‘mt forever remain“so.” : i age-old evils and race hatreds and the mnd: hyllhe lcagulu of nationa) eoverisnt The Indianapolis Star: . perpetual war? for & league of nations firs

“The New York Evening Sun” says he in f;amuTg t?:e ;:)Dvenant v ’I;hi Balti- l ethics ofithe jungle in international affairs: that has been completed by the commission The constitution of the league of nations | The Savannah News: time, who has carried hic

- { more American” observes that “practi- L

table and won, the world should 1

8 f 5 has op = ' i
The triumph of the moral forces of | its sober practicality, its courageous and | step toward the abolition of war and the r kept the agreement to inform every other U]"m]' Ilhli His has been & sepvice of jn
. - P | ealculable value to humanity,
38 he bad never unbent before, and talked alist experlencia of the world have been 1 . 4| fellow whether he had & gun on his hip or y : ?
p2yly even about the personalities of the drafted upon,” and “The Commercial ST = e o not and if it was loaded, and how much | The Utica Press:

' : s Mue cr v : el 8 o
tnference. He evidently was happy at | APpeal,” of Memphis, believes that = extra ammunition ‘ha had andlwhether or :i'LLh ritf.:-.ujw upon \hq?.. it will be re-
the result. He hopes to win enthusiastic | “after a hasty reading one sees that the th I f N t not he had any differences with anybody | ceived by the peoples of the various nations
Sapport for the league from the American | plan is modelled chiefly along old lines” e ague an e ea ue 0 a lonS elss, and all about those differences, and | Which are to comprise the leapue. The guc-
public on his present trip.” —so much so that “The Boston Evening would promiss to wait till the differences | cess of the orgunization will depend upen

the support which will he given by publie
opinion. The league is inaugurated under

favorable puspices, The nationz feel the

need of a vower such as it contemplates,

e any shooting. | The Bridgeport Times:

l¢ made his speeches in Washington, | President described it, a ‘very human . : = s T, s e it g
e ] B " =l In case of dispute between member- y should be instituted at The Hague, with | ‘he Detroit News: 18 the funetion: iof Smanship, o

Mueh of the idealism has evidently | document. The Portland Press” re- F = i | Of course a satisfactory lesgue of nations | know not only what change is necessary

f¥sporated. As a mere question of practi- | mains skeptical, remarking: “It is said FrOm the Proposed state and non-member-state, the latter | competency in all arbitration cases, un- - SELY,

but when the hour of change is ripe. Presi-

dent Wilson has measured to the definition

’ and most familiar, furnishes the hest | 0 each particular. He is the father of
For example, there will be war. The con- perpetual war?” Leaglle Of NﬂthllS such lliSDl.l‘t‘-E. ' . The coml:tEtenl.:y of the permanent chance for observation, has any big thing | first world state. He is the father of ::::_
stitution of the league recognizes this Below are quoted the reactions from Automatic ftbrog&hoﬂ of all mterr}a- court of arbifration extends ever been accomplished that was immedi- | menent peace. He is the inspired citizen
B peoites Waisyre © e of the press outside of New York divided BLIGATIONS to notify league tional/obligations ‘between members ins 1. To cases where a “compromise,” ately and unanimously proclaimed satis- | Who brings to man realization of one of ilg
¥ar. President Wilson recognizes there | | ot in divisi th ] s allidis : likely t consistent with terms of covenant. stating the dispute clearly and agree- | factory? Make a few tests of soms of the . fondest ‘and profoundest hopes.
¥ill bo war. The French are so fearful | -0 "o Main divisions, those which dea executive of all disputes likely to

What Shall We Ilave to
Give Up?

The New Orleans Item:

To the people of the United States thers
| will come the practical question of what
we will have to give up of our Bovereignty,
our national rights and privileges in order
to join.

The question is gpen to debate and should
be debated fully and freely without passion
or prejudice. A cursory reading of tha
document indicates to us thut there is one
contingeney only in which we might have
war forced'on us—that would be in case we
stood in dispute with another natisn and
the exccutive council of the league stood
unanimously against us. That such a con-
tingency might arise seems to us to ba
almost inconceivable.

The Kansas City Times:

The league of nations in the proposed
| plan becomes in s theasure n superstata,
| Tt involves a real surrender of national agy-
| ereignly. As has repeatedly been said, tha

Continutd on page two




